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The Teedrinjik River in Alaska, formerly known as the Chandalar River, was renamed in a September 

2015 decision by the Domestic Names Committee. Photography by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

Introduction 

 The United States Board on Geographic Names (BGN) standardizes and 

approves geographic names for the Federal Government. The BGNõs decisions 

involve names for domestic, foreign, Antarctic, and undersea features.  
 

 

  As an interagency coordinating body, the BGN includes members from the 

Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, the Department of  

Defense, the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of the Interior, 

the Department of State, the Central Intelligence Agency, the Government  

Publishing Office, the Library of Congress, and the Postal Service. Working  

conjointly with the Secretary of the Interior (SOI), the BGN reduces duplication of 

work, personnel, and authority among its member agencies.  
 

  The BGN fosters clear and unambiguous communication within the  

Federal Government and remains a model of coordination and cooperation, 

working closely with Country Names Authorities, State Names Authorities, 

Tribes, and local communities, as well as with international naming bodies 

that promote geographic names standardization.  
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 1 Established by President Benjamin Harrison by Executive Order on  

September 4, 1890, the BGN celebrated its  

125th Anniversary at the Library of Congress 

in Washington, D.C., on September 18, 2015. 
 

 This one-day event featured a 

Symposium with invited speakers and an 

Open House that included a display of artifacts 

associated with geographic names and maps from the Library of Congressõ 

Geography and Map Division. Dr. David Applegate, the Acting Deputy Director  

of the U.S. Geological Survey, gave the welcome address on behalf of the  

Department of the Interior to over 100 people who attended the event. 

 

 2 On August 28, 

2015, the Secretary of the 

Interior, Ms. Sally Jewell, 

took an historic action to 

rename the tallest 

mountain in North America. 

Ms. Jewell issued 

Secretarial Order 3337, 

changing the name of 

Mount McKinley to  

Denali. This was the first 

time that a Secretarial 

Order has been used to 

name or change the 

name of a feature since 

the BGN was established 

in its current form by 

Public Law 80-242 in 

1947. 
  

 Ms. Jewellõs action 

resolved a nearly 40-year 

deadlock between the BGN and the U.S. Congress on the State of Alaskaõs request 

to change the mountainõs name. The deadlock resulted from the BGNõs deference 

to the U.S. Congress when a name is under congressional consideration. 
 

 

 

 

FISCAL YEAR 2015                 

Items of note   

Denali in the Fall. Denali, the name for the tallest mountain in North 

America, is rooted in the ancestral indigenous Athabascan name mean-

ing ñthe tall one.ò Photography by Tim Rains, National Park Service.  
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         3 In a record-breaking decision, 

     the Foreign Names Committee approved the  

     worldõs longest name: 

 

 

   Krung Thep Maha Nakhon Amon Rattanakosin Mahintarayutthaya Maha 

   Dilok Phop Noppharat Ratchathani Buri Rom Udom Ratchaniwet Maha 

   Sathan Amon Phiman Awatan Sathit Sakka Thattiya Witsanukam Prasit. 
  

  

 The ceremonial 193-character name for Bangkok, or Krung Thep, 

translates as òCity of angels, great city of immortals, magnificent city of the nine 

gems, seat of the king, city of royal palaces, home of gods incarnate, erected by 

Vishvakarma at Indraõs behest.ó  

Bangkok, Thailand. Photography by Mathias Krumbholz, released under Creative Commons Attribution-

Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.  

 

 

 

FISCAL YEAR 2015        

 Items of note  



6 

 

United States Board on Geographic Names  

http://geonames.usgs.gov  

Fiscal Year 2015: Annual Report to the Secretary of the Interior 

 The Domestic Names Committee (DNC) standardizes geographic names 

within the United States and its sovereign areas. In FY15, the Executive Secretary 

for Domestic Names was Mr. Lou Yost (U.S. Geological Survey) and the Chair of the 

DNC was Mr. Douglas Vandegraft (Bureau of Ocean Energy Management). The  

Domestic Names Committee receives research and database support from the staff 

of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). 
 

Actions  
 The DNC meets monthly and in FY15 met 11 times. The April 30 meeting 

was held in conjunction with the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA)  

annual meeting in Anchorage, Alaska. The DNCõs four Quarterly Review Lists  

introduced 183 new name proposals. During the year, 240 proposals were  

considered, 153 were approved, and 87 were disapproved. 
 

Activities 
 The DNC prepared an information paper for the Secretary of the Interior 

on the background and history of the 1975 Denali name change proposal from the 

former Governor of Alaska, Jay S. Hammond. The paper also provided details on 

the DNCõs òPolicy I: Names Being Considered by Congress.ó On August 28, 2015, 

the Secretary of the Interior exercised her conjoint authority pursuant to Public 

Law 80-242 to issue Secretarial Order 3337, thereby officially and historically 

changing the name of Mount McKinley to Denali. 
 

Issues 
 In FY15, as a result of limited funding, the DNC scaled back the collection 

and maintenance of names of selected manmade features in the Geographic 

Names Information System (GNIS). Ongoing modernization efforts are progressing 

slowly, and as a result are negatively impacting the production and dissemination of 

domestic geographic names.  
 

Database of the Domestic Names Committee 
 The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) is the official database 

for federally approved domestic names. At the end of FY15, the GNIS contained 

2,732,455 names associated with 2,273,968 features. In addition to the 153 

names approved by the Domestic Names Committee in FY15, 5,735 new names 

and 433 new features were added and 12,832 existing records were edited.  

 To access the GNIS, enter http://geonames.usgs.gov into a Web browser 

and select òSearch Domestic Names.ó  
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Actions, activities & issues 


